	E-3 vs H-1B vs J-1 visa comparison for graduate medical education

	
	E-3
	H-1B
	J-1 Alien Physician

	Citizenship requirement
	Australians only
	Any nationality
	Any nationality

	ECFMG Certification required?
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Statement of Need from Home Country?
	No
	No
	Yes

	Two-year home country residence requirement applies?
	No
	No
	Yes

	USMLE Step 3 required?
	No
	Yes
	No

	Indiana medical training permit required to obtain visa?
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Labor Condition Application and prevailing wage requirement?
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Advance petition to USCIS prior to visa application? 
	No, but OIA must obtain certified Labor Condition Application and compile visa application support documents, similar to H-1B petition process
	Yes, prepared by OIA
	No, but ECFMG must issue DS-2019, facilitated by GME Office

	OIA Annual Services Support Fee
	$125
	$125
	$0

	Maximum length of time for initial visa/extension increments
	2 years
	3 years
	1 year

	Maximum total time allowed in this classification
	No limit
	6 years, but some exceptions exist
	7 years

	Status granted to accompanying dependents
	E-3
	H-4
	J-2

	Spouse can obtain work authorization?
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	Children 14 and older can obtain work authorization?
	No
	No
	Yes

	Permitted to have intent to immigrate permanently to the US (“dual intent”)?
	No
	Yes
	No

	Able to assume faculty appointment in this status?
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Annual quota of visas that can be issued?
	10,500
	Yes, but Universities are exempt
	No

	Process to initiate?
	Dept completes request for OIA to process H-1B petition, but indicates E-3
	Dept completes request for OIA to process H-1B petition
	Physician completes ECFMG application for J-1 sponsorship
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